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What we are now witnessing on the geometry/physics frontier
is, in my opinion, one of the most refreshing events in the
mathematics of the 20th century. The ramifications are vast and
the ultimate nature and scope of what is being developed can
barely be glimpsed. It might well come to dominate the
mathematics of the 2Ist century. [...] For those who are looking
for a solid, sate PhD thesis, this field is hazardous, but for those
who want excitement and action it must be irresistible.

Michael F. Atiyah. Response to: “Theoretical mathematics: toward a cultural
synthesis of mathematics and theoretical physics”, by A. Jaffe and F. Quinn.
Bull. Amer. Math. Soc. (N.S.) 30 (1994), 178-179.
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